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Mid & East Antrim forms part of the wider 
metropolitan area of Belfast. It is in close 
proximity to the two main airports, Belfast 
Port and we are home to the Port of Larne. 

There are many routes to China from Dublin airport 
including: Beijing, Chengdu, Guangzhou, Shanghai 
and Shenyang.

Location
& Connectivity

Madame Zhang 
Meifang
Consul General for the People’s Republic 
of China, Belfast, Northern Ireland 

WELCOME FROM CONSUL GENERAL 

I believe the willingness to do gives us the ability 
to do. As the Chinese Consul General in Belfast, you 
will find me resolute in my willingness to continue 
working closely with my colleagues to remain 
proactive in our innovation efforts, providing high-
quality service to overseas Chinese and people from 
all walks of life in NI and Mid and East Antrim. 
And in doing so continue striving to create new 
milestones in the valued cooperation between 
China and NI.

The friendly cooperation between China and 
Northern Ireland remains an essential part of 
China-UK relations. Since the establishment 
of the Chinese Consulate General in Belfast 
in 2015, China and Northern Ireland have 
flourished together through meaningful 
cooperation in the fields of trade, education, 
culture and tourism.

As an important region in NI, Mid and East Antrim 
enjoys a close working relationship with China. We 
look forward to the continuance of our mutually 
beneficial development initiatives in key areas, 
including but not limited to economy and trade, 
tourism, and education, as we further the second 
5-year period between China and NI (2021-2025) 
and the opportunities this presents for all involved. 
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Mid & East Antrim engage extensively with colleagues in China 
to progress mutual co-operation in areas such as the economy, 
education and tourism. 

We wish to build on the strong working relationship which has been established 
over the last five years to further improve the links between our two regions.

Building our 
Relationship

Former Consul General Madame Wang 
Shuying visted Mid & East Antrim

Attendance at the Building Relations 
with China workshop, Liverpool 

hosted by the British 
Embassy, Beijing.

Mid & East Antrim hosted an inward visit 
from the Jiangsu Provinival Economic and 
Trade office and members of the Chinese 

Consulate in London.

Visit to Mid & East Antrim by 
new Consul General Madame Zhang.

Madame Zhang supported Mid & East 
Antrim in re-establishing trade links with 
China following the COVID-19 Pandemic.

We continue to build our relationship 
with China, attending virtual events 

including the 50th Anniversary of 
China-UK Ambassadorial Diplomatic 

Relations

A number of virtual events were 
attended to Celebrate Chinese 

National Day.

Attendance at the 4th UK Leaders 
Summit in Dalian, China. Meetings 

held with Yingkou, Anshan and Huludao.

Signing of a Friendly Cities 
Co-operation Agreement between 
Mid & East Antrim and Donghai.

Attendance by the Mayor at 
a event to celebrate China’s 

Achievements and CPC.

Formal dinner hosted by Consul General 
in honour of Mid & East Antrim.

Mid & East Antrim hope to undertake 
a Civic visit to China.

January 2017

July 2018

July 2018

May 2019

September 2020

January - March 2022

October 2018

June 2021

August 2019

2023/2024
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£222m
Current value of external sales to 

China from Northern Ireland.

Circa 10%

Economic 
Benefits

High-tech manufacturing –  fibre optics, lasers, energy 
battery storage, processing chips etc. 

Life Sciences – early screening, diagnosis and early treatment 
for cancer and our approach to dealing with an aging population. 

Cleantech – market opportunities for businesses in the 
manufacturing, engineering, agri-food, energy and environmental 
sectors, through Clean Technology (Cleantech), with a focus on the 
emerging hydrogen economy.

Agri-food – food processing, agri high-tech equipment (including drone 
technology), waste disposal systems and recycling. 

Mid & East Antrim is keen to build and develop our 
relationship with China and to foster partnerships with regions 
and organisations in order to identify opportunities to work 
collaboratively. Some of the key areas of cooperation include:

Many companies in Mid & East Antrim enjoy a 
strong trading relationship with China.

International company, Caterpillar Ltd has a manufacturing facility for bespoke power generation sets located 
in Mid and East Antrim. The company has a number of key facilities in Tianjin, Suzhou and Wuxi.

The world’s leading bus manufacturer, Wrightbus, builds electric and hydrogen buses for the public transport sector. 
The company has a strong trading relationship with Hong Kong’s Kowloon Motor Bus Company and has supplied many 
transport authorities in China.

Cranswick Ltd is the leading pork producer in the United Kingdom. Their facility in Mid & East Antrim supplies over 22,500 
boxes of the highest quality pork products to China every week. This trade route is worth over £10m.

Dale Farm, is Northern Ireland’s leading dairy company. They supply the food service and ingredients markets in China 
with various milk products.

Based at Silverwood Business Park, Ballymena, Alexander Dennis Limited (ADL) is a bus and coach builder and one of the 
world’s leading manufacturers of double-decker buses.  A key market for ADL is Asia Pacific. ADL has a build facility in 
Zhuhai sourcing multiple components within the region and has a long standing partnership with BYD a global leader in 
batteries, energy management and electric mobility.

Ireland’s oldest, traditional thatched pub which is home to one of the oldest single malt whiskey brands 
‘Crosskeys Whiskey’ is based in the borough. The producer is exporting high quality Irish whiskey to China for very 
exclusive markets. 

Yelo, based in Larne is a leading manufacturer of automated test equipment for the photonics and 
electronics industries. The company has an office in Shenzhen and has clients in Beijing and Shanghai.

Source: BESES 2020

of all export trade from Mid 
& East Antrim is destined for 

Chinese markets.
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From the rolling hills of the Antrim plateau 
to the rugged cliffs above the coast road, the  
natural beauty and rich historical tapestry of 
Mid and East Antrim is a treasure chest of 
discovery.

Encompassing the towns of Ballymena, 
Carrickfergus and Larne, we are proud to 
be able to boast some of the best tourist 
attractions Northern Ireland has to offer. 

Road Journey’ it weaves its way through the 
Borough, capturing breath-taking views around 
every corner.

Named as one of the world’s best tourist 
attractions by international media, The 
Gobbins Cliff Path is a spectacular coastal walk 
bringing visitors to the edge of the Irish Sea via 
a network of 23 bridges and walkways.

The Consul General visited The Gobbins in 2019 
with family and colleagues from the Consulate. 
The Consul General was “blown away by the 
beautiful walk and scenery.”

Nine miles north east of Ballymena lies 
Slemish Mountain, thought to be where Saint 
Patrick, patron saint of Ireland herded sheep 
during the fifth century.

With such stunning scenery on our doorstep, 
it has captivated the makers of HBO’s 
award-winning television series the Game 
of Thrones® and local spots Cairncastle, 
Magheramorne and Shillanavoy Valley have 
all featured in scenes from this international 
series.

The famous Causeway Coastal Route stretches 
for 62 miles along Mid and East Antrim’s 
coastline. A contender for ‘World’s Greatest 

Tourism

Carrickfergus Castle

Causeway Coastal Route

Slemish Mountain

The Gobbins Cliff Path Page 9
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Community
We have a vibrant and active Chinese community in Mid and East 
Antrim and enjoy sharing in the culture and traditions of the Chinese 
people including Chinese New Year and activities such as lantern 
making and Chinese music and dancing. 

There are some 8,000-10,000 Chinese people living, studying and working in 
Northern Ireland. Mid and East Antrim Borough Council hosts several events every 
year to display and promote the vibrant Chinese culture.

Mid & East Antrim host events during Good 
Relations Week to promote and celebrate the 
Chinese culture. This includes sampling of 
Chinese cuisine, and craft events including 
creation of dragon puppets.

Good Relations week

Each year we host an event to celebrate the 
Chinese Mid-Autumn or Mooncake Festival 
which asks the Moon Goddess for a plentiful 
harvest. 

Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival

Chinese New Year or the Lunar New Year, is the
festival that celebrates the beginning of a new 
year on the traditional lunisolar Chinese 
calendar. Chinese New Year is one of the most 
important holidays in China and we celebrate it 
with our Chinese communities throughout Mid & 
East Antrim. Each year we hold a carnival with 
traditional Chinese music and dance, a colourful 
dragon parade and a range of Chinese foods for 
people to sample. 

Chinese New Year
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If you are interested in finding out more 
or discuss the links between 
Mid and East Antrim and China.

T 028 2563 3345
E invest@midandeastantrim.gov.uk
www.investmea.com


